
Plaza Theatre Audition Information 
Production: A Tuna Christmas 
Director: Burke Wilkins 
Audition Dates: October 18 & 20, 2026 at 6:00pm 
Performance Dates: December 4-13, 2026 (Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays) 

 
Thank you for your interest in auditioning at the Plaza Theatre! We welcome everyone, regardless of 
experience level. Whether this is your first time auditioning or you have been on stage many times before, 
we are excited to meet you.  Auditions are typically held at 6:00 p.m. at the Plaza Theatre, unless 
otherwise noted for a specific production. 
 
What to Expect at Auditions 
For both musicals and plays, please be prepared to read from the script. Scenes from the show, called 
sides, will be provided at auditions for you to review. You may be asked to perform these scenes with 
other auditioners so the director can see your ability to project, act, take direction, and work with others. 
 
Musical Auditions 
For a musical, please prepare a short piece to sing. This may be a song from the show or any song of your 
choice.  You may sing a cappella or with a backing track that you provide. A Bluetooth speaker will be 
available. 
 
Musical auditions also typically include a short dance audition. The choreographer will teach a brief 
dance combination, and auditioners will repeat it back in small groups on stage. 
 
Technical Theatre Opportunities 
Anyone interested in working behind the scenes is also encouraged to attend auditions. If you are 
interested in a technical theatre role, such as backstage crew, lights, sound, costumes, props, or set 
work, auditions are a great time to meet the director and learn more about the production. 

 
 
Director’s Notes for This Production 
 
There are no additional audition requirements for this production. Please come prepared according to 
the general audition guidelines above.

 
 
Show Synopsis 
 
It’s Christmas in Tuna, Texas—the third-smallest town in the state—where holiday cheer comes with a 
whole lot of hilarity. As the town prepares for its annual yard display contest, a mysterious “Christmas 
Phantom” threatens to stir up trouble, while a cast of wildly eccentric characters brings nonstop laughs 
to the stage. With just a handful of actors transforming into dozens of unforgettable personalities, A Tuna 
Christmas is a fast-paced, laugh-out-loud celebration of small-town life, holiday chaos, and the joy of 
not taking anything too seriously. Perfect for anyone who loves big laughs and a little Texas-sized 
mischief.

 
 
  



A Tuna Christmas is returning to the Plaza Theatre! 

Because this is a returning Plaza production, several members of the original cast will be reprising their roles. 
Roles marked with an asterisk (*) are currently open and will be cast through auditions. 

We encourage anyone interested in joining the cast to come audition for one of the available roles! 

Character List 

Arles Struvie* — The optimistic host of Tuna's local radio station, OKKK. 

Thurston Wheelis — Arles' on-air partner, providing plenty of commentary on the town's holiday happenings. 

Bertha Bumiller — A stressed but determined mother trying to hold her chaotic family together for the holidays. 

Stanley Bumiller — Bertha's son, an ex-con trying to complete his probation so he can finally leave Tuna. 

Charlene Bumiller* — Stanley's angsty and highly dramatic sister. 

Jody Bumiller* — Charlene's twin brother and the youngest member of the Bumiller family. 

Vera Carp — A wealthy and opinionated town snob who is the 14-time winner of Tuna's annual Christmas Yard 
Display Contest. 

Petey Fisk — An enthusiastic animal-rights advocate who always seems to have another stray animal in need of 
a home. 

Joe Bob Lipsey — A passionate community theatre director struggling to mount Tuna's production of A 
Christmas Carol. 

Didi Snavely — The chain-smoking, no-nonsense owner of Didi's Used Weapons. 

R.R. Snavely* — Didi's estranged husband and the town drunk. 

Pearl Burras — An eccentric older woman with a particular dislike for blue jays. 

Farley Burkhalter* — The head of the electric company, with the power to make Christmas in Tuna a little 
darker. 

Phoebe Burkhalter* — Farley's strict and formidable wife. 

Inita Goodwin* & Helen Bedd* — Two colorful, gossip-loving waitresses at the local diner. 

Additional Tuna Residents — The colorful citizens of Tuna also include Elmer Watkins*, Leonard Childers*, 
Dixie Deberry, Ike Thompson*, Sheriff Givens*, Garland Poteet* and others. 

Roles marked with an asterisk () are available for audition. Roles without an asterisk are expected to be filled by 
returning members of the original Plaza Theatre cast.* 

 




